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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. □ This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistaiie authorized 

by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1 (a)) 

. 3. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained In the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andA)r table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bfs.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 4.6-20.22-24 

No: Claims 1-3.5.21 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-24 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1:24 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. Vi Certain documents cited 

1 . Certain publislied documents (Rules 43/7/8.1 and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules 436/S.1 and 70.9) 
see form 210 



Box No. Vli Certain defects in the international application 

Ttie following defects in tiie form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIH Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1:US 2003175478 A1 
D2: US 5102728 A 
D3:W0 2006007168 A1 

1.1 Novelty 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-3, 5 and 21 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

1 .2 Document D1 

1.2.1 Claim 1 

D1 (see D1 , paragraphs 8-17, 32-83; claims 1, 12, 15) discloses an impregnated 
fibrous veil (the glass-fiber mat), comprising: 

a nonwoven fibrous veil including a prebinder and reinforcing fibres consisting of 
glass fibres, said nonwoven fibrous veil having at least one face impregnated at a 
rate of about 200 g/m2, 

with a formulation (coating composition) including about 80 to about 98 weight 
percent filler, about 2 to about 20 weight percent binder. 

Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

1.2.2 Claim 21 

D1 (see D1 , paragraphs 8-17, 32-83; claims 1 , 12, 15) also discloses a method of 
producing an impregnated fibrous veil with a smooth surface finish, comprising: 
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impregnating at least one face of a nonwoven fibrous veil including a prebinder and 
reinforcing fibres witii a formulation including about 80 to about 98 weight percent 
filler and about 2 to about 20 weight percent binder by applying said formulation to 
said at least one face of said nonwoven fibrous veil at a rate of about 200 g/m2. 

Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 21 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

1 ,2.3 Claims 2 and 3 

Since the fibrous veil disclosed in D1 is identical to the claimed fibrous veil, also the 
air porosity claimed in claim 2 is implicitly disclosed in D1 . 
Microspheres are not mentioned in D1 . 

The subject-matter of claims 2 and 3 is therefore not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 
1 .3 Document D2 

The subject-matter of claims 1-3, 5 and 21 is also disclosed in D2 (see D2, column 1 , 
lines 12-17; column 2, line 3- column 4, line 4; column 4, line 59- column 5, line 46). 

The subject-matter of claims 1-3, 5 and 21 is therefore not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2 Inventive step 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 4, 6-20 and 22-24 does not involve an inventive step in the 

sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

The dependent claims 4, 6-20 and 22-24 all relate to features well-known in the art 
(see for example D3, whole document) and no inventive step can be acknowledged 
for the subject-matter of these claims. 

3 Industrial applicability 
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The subject-matter of claims 1-24 Is considered to meet the requirements of Article 
33(4) PCT. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

4.1 The documents D1- D3 have not been identified in the description and the relevant 
background art disclosed therein has not been briefly summarised In an objective 
way. Hence, the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT are not fulfilled. 

4.2 Independent claims 1 and 21 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features 
known in combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble. 

4.3 The sentence "As it will be realized ... from the invention.", on page 3, lines 3-5, 
implies that the extent of protection may be expanded in some vague and not 
precisely defined way; cf. the International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines Chapter 5.30 and 5.38, Article 6 PCT. 

This sentence should therefore be removed. 



Re item VIM 

Certain observations on tlie international application 

4.4 In claim 21 it is not mentioned that the reinforcing fibres consist of glass fibres, 

ceramic fibres, and mixtures thereof. 

Whilst claim 1 requires a rate of impregnation of 90 to 200 g/m2, method claim 21 
recites a rate of impregnation of 60 to 200 g/m2. 

It results in an inconsistency between the independent claims 1 and 21 (Article 6 
PCT). 

The features of the product claim 1 are not defined in the independent claim 21 . 
Since the present Invention, if any, appears to reside in the product, the essential 
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product features have to be incorporated Into the other independent claims . At 
present the other independent claims do not properly define the matter for which 
protection is sought. Art. 6 PCT. 

Furthermore, it appears that claims 1 and 21 have no same or corresponding special 
technical features and, hence, the requirements of unity of inventions are not met. 
Rules 13.1, 13.2 PCT. 
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